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{ 4th Annual Women in EMS, Disaster Management & Fire Services
Leadership Conference 2025

Theme: “Resilience in Action: Empowering Women Leaders for a Resilient Tomorrow”
© Venue: Southern Sun Hotel, Rivonia, Sandton
T 7-8 August 2025 &

Conference Chairperson: Lee Raath-Brownie

Day 1: Leadership, Innovation & Global Collaboration
Day 1: Leadership, Innovation & Global Collaboration

@ Thursday, 7 August 2025

07:30 — 08:00 | Registration & Networking Breakfast
Light refreshments & exhibitor stalls open.

08:00 — 08:10 | Opening & Housekeeping

08:10 — 08:30 | Welcome & Conference Opening
2 Host:

08:30 - 09:30 | Keynote Address 1
Topic: The Power of Women’s Leadership in Crisis Management

® Bridgette Zungu | DG, KZN Department of Health

09:30 - 10:10 | Session 1
Topic: Leadership in Emergency Medical Services (EMS)

® Nomathemba Mtshali | City of Johannesburg EMS
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10:10 — 10:50 | Session 2

Topic: Women Leading Global Crisis Solutions
® Shakira Cassim | ER24

10:50 - 11:30 | Session 3
Topic: Resilience & Mental Wellness in High-Stress Professions
® Dr. Christine Peta | Develop Africa

11:30-12:10 | Session 4
Topic: Inclusive Disaster Management: Disability, Access & Equity
® sanky Mahlangu | Transnet

12:10 - 12:45 | Session 5
Topic: Empowering Women in Infrastructure Safety & Preparedness
® Jabulephiwe Mpitso | Fire & Rescue, OR Tambo International Airport

12:45 - 13:30 | Networking Lunch & Expo Visit

13:30 - 14:15 | Session 6
Topic: Crisis Decision-Making Under Pressure
2 Debbie Bester | Founder and CEO of Parys Medix, Fezile Dabi RIM

14:15 - 15:00 | Session 7
Topic: Workplace Trauma, Burnout & Leadership Longevity
® Madelyne van Emmenis | Exxaro Resources

15:00 — 15:45 | Panel Discussion
Topic: Creating Inclusive, Empowered Workspaces for Women in Emergency Services
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® Moderator: Tshidi Lemeko-Nkoyana
® Ppanelists: Nomathemba Mtshali, Sanky Mahlangu, Bridgette Zungu, Shakira Cassim

15:45 - 16:30 | Day 1 Closing Reflections
® Nomathemba Mtshali

Day 2: Crisis Response, Risk Reduction & Resilience

@ Friday, 8 August 2025

07:30 - 08:00 | Morning Coffee & Networking
Light refreshments and exhibitor stalls open.

08:00 — 08:45 | Keynote Address
Topic: Crisis Leadership in Action — Lessons from Women on the Frontline

2 Ms. Lebogang Mosotho

08:45 - 09:15 | Special Guest Address
® Mrs. Nomantu Nkomo-Ralehoko | MEC for Health, Gauteng

09:15 - 10:00 | Session 9
Topic: The Intersection of Climate Change & Disaster Management

2 Dr. Tlou Raphela

10:00 - 10:30 | Exhibition Slot
® Driger Representative
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10:30 - 11:15 | Session 10

Topic: Fire Risk Assessment & Tech-Driven Disaster Preparedness
® Natasha Chetty | Cross Fire SA

11:15-12:00 | Session 11
Topic: Crisis Leadership in Complex, High-Stakes Environments
® Sandra Du Rand | Ekurhuleni Metro Fire & Disaster

12:00 - 12:45 | Session 12
Topic: Breaking Barriers in Fire Services — Women Rising

® Melony Shimane | Chief Fire & Disaster Manager, Lekwa Municipality

12:45 -13:30 | Session 13
Topic: Burnout vs Compassion Fatigue — Rebuilding the Human Core
® Charlotte Pillay | COO, HealthTech Leader

13:30 — 14:15 | Lunch Break & Final Expo Visit

14:15 - 15:00 | Session 14
Topic: Policy & Career Pathways for Women in EMS

® Debbie Bester

15:00 - 15:30 | Closing Session Reflections & Farewell
® pinkie Netshidzati Tshilizdzi

15:30 — 15:45 | Final Networking & Goodbyes
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